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After what Labour peer Lord Robert
Winston has described as ‘the worst
treatment disaster in the history of the NHS’
a group of campaigning widows have finally
won their fight for a public inquiry
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Government will see how unfair its
actions have been,” says Harriet.
Other sufferers have
joined the fight, too. Fred
Bates, 58, from Manchester,
also has hepatitis C after
becoming infected in 1983 or

says: “At the moment Fred’s

health is steady, but he’s not

able to do very much. We

don’t really have a life. We
exist, because we can’t really do
anything. When I wake up I'm
frightened it might be the day he
starts to go downhill. I don’t plan
for the future, because I have no
idea what it holds.”

Lord Morris, President of the
Haemophilia Society, says: “It
is a gross anomaly that widows
of those infected with hepatitis
C are excluded. It illustrates the
piecemeal way this tragedy has
been dealt with,” he says.

A Department of Health
spokesman said: “We have great
sympathy for those infected with
hepatitis C and HIV.”

The spokesman also said that
the Government of the day had
acted in good faith and they
didn’t feel a public inquiry would
provide any real benefit for
those affected.
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