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After what Labour peer Lord Robert
Winston has described as 'the worst
treatment disaster in the history of the NHS'
a group of campaigning widows have finally
won their fight for a public inquiry

By suzanne Dixon
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The men all died before
: Au$st 2oo3, the official €ut-off
i date for compensation payments.
I If they had died after that date
I from Hepetatitis C or from an
: Hvr€lated illn€ss conhacted
: in the same way, their families
! would have ieceived financial
: support. Ken died in October
! 1998. Since then Haldet has
: fought for recognition, along
! with the other widows who
: werc leftwith nothing. "lwas
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buried, and I fight on,"
says the Suffolk campaigner.

hospital bed, too ill to mo!€ or e\€n
speak His last goodble to the wife
hed lov€d for 2s y€ars wasjust a
firal sque€z€ ofh€r hand, because
rc words (ould come. It's u imase
that haunts the 72-'€ar-old in her
fuht to discoverwhy her husbad
died and to win compensatior.

And Heiet;n t alone
more than 2oo otherwidows in

Britain are in a similar situation.
All were narried to men with
haemophniawho were given blood
contaminated by the hepatitis C
vilus. Iftheir deaths weren t uagic
ercualL in another cruel twist they
have also been denied govemment
compensation.'Money car
nerer compensate but it does

members of th€ Hous€ of Lords
led by Lord Moris of Manchester
will be held in the Houses of
Pailiament next month.

'.!v'e hope that thejustice
will be finally be done, a dle
G@emment will see how ilnfair its
actions have beer!" sa's Harriet.

Other sufferers have
joined the fight, too. Fred
Bates, 58, from Manchester
also has hepatitis c after
becominS infecred in re83 or

health is st€ady, but he's Dc
able to do very much- we
don t really have a life. we

exist, because we can t really do
anythin& When I wake up I'm
frightened i. might be the day h€
starts to go downhill I don't plan
for the tutue, because I ha!€ no
idea what it holds."

Lord Moris, Presideflt of the
Haemophilia society, says: "It
is a gross anomaly that widows
of those infected with hepatiris
c are excluded.lr illustrates the
piecemeal way this tragedy has
been dealt with,' he sa)5.

A Department ofHealth
spokesnan said: '.\Me have gr€at
slmparhy for those infected wirh
hepatitis C and HlV"

The spokesman also said that
the covernment of the day had
acted in good faith and tlrcy
didn t feel a public inqriry would
provide any real benefit for
those affected.
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