Lobby of Parliament

On 3rd February, 2010, a large group of those infected and affected by contaminated blood and blood products made its way to Westminster.  It only became truly apparent how large when we all tried to squeeze into the committee room that had been allocated to us.  We did a rough head count and estimated that there were roughly 130 people there, including partners, friends and children. It was amazing that on such a damp, miserable day, people had travelled from as far away as Inverness and Devon in order to attend the meeting and lobby. It was an amazing spectacle:
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The meeting was chaired by Liz Rizzuto, Chair of The Haemophilia Society. She began by welcoming everyone and commented on the large turnout. She then paid tribute to Lord Morris, who spoke next:

Lord Morris began by stating that:

‘There is no diminution in my determination.’  

Although obviously suffering from the effects of a heavy cold, he said that he had been ‘…determined to be with you; come what may.’ He went on to state that: ‘This is a historic occasion’, and said that he was: ‘…very deeply grateful to Eddie…’ referring to Eddie O’Hara, Chair of the APPG for Haemophilia, who has agreed to promote the Bill in the Commons.  He hinted at what might happen if, on Friday, the Bill does not go through to committee stage: ‘If it is blocked, we are not going away!’

Lord Morris said how much he appreciated the fact that there were people there from all parts of Britain, and said: ‘I honour you!’  He said that the bill has achieved: ‘…vast support in the country…’ and added that: ‘The majority of people are with us.’  He explained that, in his opinion, the Bill is about: ‘…showing what can be done.’  He commented on the lack of government support for the Archer Inquiry report, which led to the Bill, saying that they: ‘…would not debate even (their) own response to the Archer Report!’

Lord Morris then went on to explain how, following the poor response of Government to Lord Archer’s report; he decided to devote his summer recess to: ‘…the job of turning the Archer Report into a parliamentary Bill…so that they couldn’t block it.’
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Lord Morris was obviously pleased with the progress of the Bill so far; he pointed out that no Private Member’s Bill won by ballot has yet been considered by the House of Commons and yet this one is already on its Second Reading.  He then went on to describe how we shouldn’t be fooled by appearances:

‘(Like a swan) I look immovable, but am paddling like hell under the water!’

He told us how he had kept news of the Bill secret until the last moment: ‘They didn’t know anything about it till the day I moved it!’

He explained a little further about the remit of the Bill, stressing that it would ensure support for: ‘…infected and bereaved persons.’  It was important, he said that we end: ‘…for once and for all the discrimination against some of the widows.’  This was a direct reference to the anomalies in the Skipton Fund payments – the acknowledged arbitrary qualifying date of death set by the Government.

We were pleased to hear that Dame Ruth Rendell – as well as sending a letter to The Guardian – had sent him a personal message of support for the Bill, a Bill which she: ‘…has watched pass successfully through the House of Lords.’

Lord Morris finished by impressing on us his commitment and his determination to continue the fight, should the Bill fail on Friday:


‘If the battle does have to go on, then go on it will, until right is done!’
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Liz Rizzuto then took over with the words:

‘It’s been a long road.’ 

She proceeded to thank Lord Archer (absent because of illness), and also Eddie O’Hara MP, who spoke next: 

Mr O’Hara began by paying tribute to Brian Iddon, MP, and then to Lord Archer, who he said is: ‘…universally respected for his integrity and capabilities and professional skills.’  He completed his opening remarks by paying tribute to Lord Morris.

He said that Lord Morris’s Bill had had an expeditious passage through the House of Lords, with strong and wide support on all sides of the House.  As he was speaking someone came in with an update on EDM 538, which we informed had reached 126 signatures.  Mr O’Hara then went on to impress on us his commitment to our cause, when he said:


‘We are not going away.  You are not going away.  Your cause is not going away.’

He then went on to say that:


‘Anyone who opposes your cause deserves opprobrium!  Its merits are blindingly obvious.  I am privileged to be here.’

He then went on to comment on what should happen to the Bill now that it has reached the House of Commons:


‘This Bill should be given Government time to be turned into legislation before the next election.’

The next speaker was Sir Gerald Kaufman, MP, who informed us that he: ‘…very much wanted to be present at this event….it is an issue of huge importance.’

Like others before him he commented on the size of the turnout at the meeting:


‘The attendance at this meeting today demonstrates the huge support for this.’

Finally, he told us that he is: ‘…utterly in support of what is trying to be achieved.’

Throughout the meeting more and more people kept joining us, including MPs from all parties.  Peter Kilfoyle was the next to speak, and he pointed out that at the moment there are: ‘…a number of worthy fights being fought.’  He commented that: ‘…different people prioritise different things…but it’s hard to get 126 signatures on an EDM.  You’ve got a great deal of support in the house.’

Following this, we heard from Chris James, Chief Executive of The Haemophilia Society.  He thanked everyone for their support and for the large amount of people who were there.  He also reminded us that there were many others who had contacted him and who would very much have liked to be there but couldn’t make it.  He then reinforced to us the Society’s commitment to our cause:


‘The fight will go on.  It is a most just cause and we will fight on.’

Brian Iddon, MP, spoke next and said that the day was: ‘an important step forward in (our) campaign.’  He commented on the way we have been dealt with by Government:


‘I don’t think you have been treated properly by Government.’

He talked about Hepatitis C, saying that there is now an: ‘HCV Timebomb’

He said that he can: ‘…see the justice of (our) argument’, and went on to explain how, in a recent meeting with Andy Burnham (who apparently didn’t have a good understanding of the subject!), he had: ‘…got the message over loud and clear!’

Next, Julie Morgan, MP, spoke briefly, assuring us that she is: ‘…completely in favour of the Bill.’

Following that, Norman Lamb, MP – Shadow Secretary of State for Health (Lib/Dems) spoke.  He said that the ‘…case for finding the money and delivering justice is overwhelmingly powerful.’  He went on to pay tribute to Jenny Willott, who has worked tirelessly for our cause and who had also joined the meeting.

The formal part of the meeting then finished.  By this time most of us, including the MPs, were wearing new ribbons in our campaign colours (red/yellow/black) that had been made by some of the campaigners.  We would like to say thank you for their work.

Some campaigners then stayed in the committee room for a while, talking to fellow campaigners and their MPs.

The TaintedBlood Committee would like to offer our sincere thanks to all those who were able to come along.  To those who couldn’t make it, be assured that you were all remembered and represented.  As promised, the personal stories written by some of you were printed, placed into envelopes with the TB logo on and handed over by Mark Ward to Lord Morris.  Whatever happens in the House of Commons on Friday we would like to assure you of our determination to see justice for you all.  If the Bill does not make the Committee Stage now then we will fight on until it does.

Our Understanding of What Happens Next

We spoke to several MPs to make sure that we fully understood the various outcomes for the Bill on Friday.  Essentially, because our Bill is so far down on the Order Paper (sixth), it is unlikely to get read.  However, at 2.00 p.m., those Bills that have not been heard will be read out.  If no-one objects then the Bill will go ahead to the Committee Stage ‘on the nod’.  However, if anyone says: ‘Objection’ – whatever the grounds – then the Bill will not go ahead.  It is possible that it may then go on a list for another Friday, but since there are, effectively, only six possible Fridays left, we have to accept that time is not on our side.  However, we need to remember that, although our chances are not great, it is still possible for this Bill to be made law in this Parliament – and if it is not then we will fight on until it is.

The other option, of course, is that the Prime Minister can intervene and announce that the Government will invoke legislation anyway.  

We would like to say that, as we left the Houses of Parliament, we did so with our heads held high, knowing that we had wide support, from all parties, for our just cause, and knowing that we were part of a group to be proud of.
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