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By Andrew Veitch,
Medleal Correspondent

Hospital doctors arve being
told that they must pot vacci-
nate guy men assinst the in-
eurzhle Hiver disease hepatitis
B. because the NHS cannot af.
Mlord it,  specialists said
yesterday.

The blood-horne virus which
- causes the often fatal condition
;is spreading rapidly through.
out western Europe. But the
]Depnmnent of Health has yet
'to suthorise a fullscale pro-
i gramme to protect homosexuals,
+ the people maost at risk.

*We are told we are not in
give the vaccine as we haven't
.m0t the money,” said Dr Wil
‘liam  Harris, head of the
‘speeial clinic at St Mary's Hos
. pital, Paddington, London.

! Patients could ask their GPs

for the vaccine but to do so
_thes had to disclose that they
wore homosexsual. Many gays
were unwiiling to de that, pre-
feering to be treated in gonfi
denee at spocial cHnics.

Dr  larvis  added: M We
“wattld likie to vaccinale eur pa-
livnts. Weo have the expeitise
and the Tavidities. But we are
Cpmabie 1o to so hecause the
cist vomes ot of the hospitad
ilgel. 50 we wre envourased
i -end patients to GPs hee
eitpae theiy vosts come out of a
diffsrent budget, That's tragic
apel fudicrous.™

D Harris, with specialists
‘o the twe other london
sospitals who treat most hepd:
titis B wasws, yesterday called
far @ prograwmme io vaccinate
mare than 20500 gay men.

A Bveerear  mmunisation
programme  would  probably
wst aver B4 miflion, but might
save mure than £20 millien in
(the cost of treating the vic
thns. said  Professer Michae’
Adier  of  the  Middlese:
ilaxpital.

Up to half the male home
; sexuals in Britain are theusl
10 hiuve heen infected, Abhout .
"prr ocent are  actively infe
tious, There were 160.000 ne
cases of the disease in Wes
celn Furope last year.
{ A npew genctcally eng
. neered vaccine, made by Mere
cdharp and  Dohme,  protecd
- preople at risk., But it costs £V
“for a couise of injections ame
. Department of Health guidr
;fines resteict ils use to sexua’
Teoptarts  of infected propiv
hezlth wovrkers. and patient
“suely as  haemophilizes  whe
may he given infected blenc
produsts. )

Up to 1.5 million people ipr
1 Britain are constdered at hig
trisk of contracting the virus —
mostly say men and drug ad
dicts. People may be carryving
i:he virus and be infectiour

without kpowiag it. Some ge
on to suffer liver failure and
cancer,
! Working groups from the
Roval College of Physicians
and  the Department  of
Health's joint committee or
vaceination and  immunisation
have recommended that homo
sexstals should be offered vac-
cination, but health ministers
have yet to act.

The Police Federatien sayr
hepatitis B vaccination shoult
be effered to officers likely tc
come inic centact with in
fected drug addicts, * We haw
been unable to persuade the
Home Office or the Depart
ment of Health that it would
be worth the expenditiure.” s
federation spokesman  saic
“yesterday.

¢ Donald  Acheson. the
Goverpmuent’s chiel medical of
ficer. has  urged doctors to
keep vaceinating as many chil
drvnn s rossible  against
whooping couzh to counter the
expecied avlumn  upsvrge
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Hepatitis
vaccine

plan for

gay men
demanded
3

HEALTH experts called yester.
day for a mass immunisation
programie for gay men
against Hepatitis.

A preventative vaccine has
peen available for five years
and yet only a minority of gay
men had been vaccinated, said
the experts at a Royal Society
of Medicine press confeence,

Prof. Michael Adler, profes.
sor of gepnitourinary medicine
at the Middlesex Hospital,
called on the govermment to
fund a fiveyear programme
costing between £2 million and
£4 million {o screen and immu-
pise gay men attending sex-
ually {ransmitied disease
elinies  against  Hepatitis B,
This group numbers about
20,080, .

He also urged the Depart.
ment eof Health and Social

-Security to broaden and clarify

its guidelines to health author.
ities so that gay men were
guaranieed the vaccine hy
heing  identified as a “high
risk™ group.

Gay men make up the largest
group of the 1.5 million people
in Britain in the “high risk®
category, but the virus can also
be acquired by drug addicts
sharing needles and through
contaminated blood.

Dr. J. R, Harris, 3 consullant
venereologist at St. Mary's
Hospital in Londen, said that
gay men were attending London
clinies from as far afeld as
Wales to seek anonymity rather
than go to their cwn GPs.

But the clinics were forced by
budgetary restraints to send
them barck to their own GPs,
who, confused by the DHSS
guidelines, would not neces.
sarily give them the vaccine.




