NOT FOR PUBLICATIO
CENTRAL CCIGITTEE FCR THE NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SZRVICE

MINUTES CF A M=ETING HELD ON 2 NOVEMBZR 1976 AT THE DEFARTMENT CF HEALTH
AND SOCIAL SECURITY :

Present:
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In Attendance::
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3.5 Testing for Bepatitis B Surface Antigen and its intibody (Item 10).

The Health Circular giving offect to the Advisory Group's Second Report was due
to pe issued ir late Noverber. w4k the agreement of the AdvisoTy Group, the
‘Departoent had decided that the recompendation to readmit to donor panels
perscne with e histery of Jaundice would be permissive; Regional Transfusion
Directols .oouls sxercise cnplir individuel alinicel juigement in the rmatter.

3.6 . eoirdoznetnlict. seof® ik Zazionsl Trensfusion Pen+tres (Item 12).
yors in the Department, it nad been
-1 - al
- Al A
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After iritisl consideruiion oI th2 2 _
Cfficers on the recommendations.

Gecided »o ciiadn the views cf Eszisnal Usdical
RTDs had felt unable (O accert the ommittee's proposal that not more than one
an3al4ont Trads skenld be on the --aff of each RTC.

arm e -

_ posiuL: wn bz slinjcel demand for blood and blood ducts
Item 14). The Chairman said that although the idea of a symposium had not
been abandoned, it was thought edvisable to await the information collected by

the expert group(s) to be set up a3 part of a review of NBTS activities
(Item 6 below refers). . o

1) ‘ said that the ielsh Office, while accepting
tmi. <ke TordLfE Plecd Transfusicn Centre 2t the main
vt consider ine scheme of sufficient priority to
ci wewaz mi, Tra trezerd TuildirTe were
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tescning hospitsl site, did n
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zst enoiher 10 yesTrs, provided that cersain
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saved cerviceable for &% 1e
iy jnoxrernsive i;;rbvetents, for w.izh expeniisure had been snithorisel,

o, e Committee endorsed fhe princtily that Regional Transfusion Centres should
. me o 4 adjacent to a major generel. hospital, idgally.a lesching hobkus -
. to his information ver; T

gajd that according heavy expenditure
{red to bring that Centre up to standard, The Cheirman suggested

would be requ
that should teke up any outstanding points over the  Cardiff
Centre with the Welsh Office. direct.

3,9 414 Cuide "Genere:d Twieazzlos of Bised Aremsfusion® (Item 15.2).
The Chairman regretted thet the Depertment's Library was experiencing difficulty
with the aAmericen rublishers of the CGuide ard ccnsecuently the copies hed not

yet.srrived.

4, MINUTES OF THE 161ST AND 16ZiD
o arow the Commdttee's attention to & number of matte
_interest in the minutes.. ... AL ' L a e

4.4 T ssue=typing and bone - marrow
The -Doper tnERY;HedTeetupithe moTkl
in operating tissue-typing schemes anc,
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plasma for AHG concentrate was increasing in line with the Department'a current
target, but asccording to the views being expressed by some clinicians the
Degurtment's target was too low and figures as high as 50 million I.U. per
gnnum were being mentioned. There was still a heavy demand for cryoprecipitate,
and with a view to improving yields a working party had been formed under the
Chairmanship of “ to examine the possibility of reducing
the loss of antihasemophilic factor at all stages, including collection, storage
and processing. BFL would shortly reach its maximum production capaclty of
130,000 ccntainers of Plasma Protein Fraction (PPF) annuslly, using time-expired

 plasma.

4.3 wuelity contrel acnlied to blood Froun sercloer (161, item 21: 162,
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THE REQUIREHBIT TFOR BLOOD PRODUCTS AND THETR AVAILAETLITY (nm'scc('fs)s)

6.1 The Committee considered the memorandum NBTSCC(76)6 and its annex, a
discussion peper setting out some of the pro®lems facing the NBTS in reletion
to the demand for snd aveilsgbility of blood and blood components..

6.2 Members generally considered it'essential to encourage the economicel use

‘of blood end blood comronents, since it seemed clesr thet the NBTS wsuld be

unabie to meet &n unrzsiricted demsnd by clinicisns for these items in the
foreseeable future. Estimating demand was difficult: in the surgical )
apecialties whole blood was required, often at short notice in emergencies; and
the requirement for componenta was -difficult to sssess in the absence of
infor-}:lon sbout the extént to which they»might not be uséd ‘to_ the best
advantage at’ preaent or: theix; usgge affecteql by . lack.of h:wleégam@¢ha¢rmge
of applications of these pmductd. In practice, :lt aeemeﬁ necesaary %‘5’
users aware of the supp, c_gs}nmtatipns and to foater demnd .1evels: rh;ch ok
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6.3 .In addition to the clinicians’ responsitility to use blood producis
thoughtfully, there was an obligation on the producers to process blood and
blood components effectively and economically. The Committee generally
supported the view that if it became apparent that not all centres needed to
engage in the full range of processing activities production should be
concentrated at_selected centres, although Professor Jacobs warned that too
rigid an approach to épé%ialisation in particular cenires could mske a career

in the NBTS less attractive.

6.4 It was clear that both the RTCs and the central laboratories had their
respective psrts to pley in the nrocessing of blood components, a situatinn
which oude the opersticn of naticnal yreduction ffograimes more difficult then
ther misht otherwise be, because ¢l the A4 fferant srrangerments for fMaanzing
the §TCs 2né the centiral labcrateries and the absence of 2ny forpal muchinery
for cc-ordinating their efforis, @R thou-ht that the groposal for &
przduction partrership between 2TCz and the ceniral 1ztoratories would be
acceptable inm principle to RHAs elthough the present financiel clirate might
2dd to the @ifficulties involved in wringing this sbout. She id net consider
substantial centrel funding to be the solution. The Coxmittee azreed that o
find the most advantageous means of financing the NBTS was of grea dp,crdonne
but that it was necessary before considering what should be done about them to
establish realistic production objectives for the main blood components.

6.5 Summing up, the Creirmen seid that this essentislly exploratory discussion
had highlighted the peed to try and estimate the likely future trends in the
uses of blood and blood components. As a first stage it was proposed to set

ue oa 2ol exieri sroar to fermon fudpemans o0 et iR raraivanaats wITs
likely to be, based on nenbers' own experience or cbtained by ccasulting ctner
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viegwe =icht be scuthi, The other issusg whict nis irisen in the 4isz
wouid rejuirs furt detziled conzifsretion by The Cnom z
h ndines of the small exvert group.
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THE ROLE OF PRINCIPAL AND TOP CRADE SCIENTIFIC OFFICZHS IN AREGIONAL TRANS?USIUN
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8, ANY OZHER BUSIHiSS

There was no other business.

9. DATE OF NEXT MZETING

To be arranged.
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