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]‘ have kept

¢ By Andrew Vritch,
i Medical Correspondent

} Heglith ministers in  Britain

twere warned 1wo vears ago of
jthe danger of imporling con-
i taminated blood products from
{ipe US, bui thev refused 1o
| put enough monev inte NHS
tservices to make " Britain scif-
¢ sufficient. ,

|  As concern grew veslerday
j aver supplies of Facior Vili—a
thlnnd-ciotting agent {or haemo
i philiacs — conlaminated with
i Aids, the disease which hes
txilled more than & thousand US
[ homosexuals, the head of Bri-
!tain’s biggest transfusion centre
Isajd~that without extra funds I
4swould be at Jeast 1wo years
pefore Britain could halt im-
| ports. )

The warning of infected sup-
Iplies. came in February 1981
] after Factor VIII contaminaied

wilth hepatitis had been given
110 10 children at a_spetial
.| school in Alton, Hampshire.

Y The. Department of :Heallh
\' admitted at-ihe time that there

.

; Contlnued from paze ane

Extra £30m could j w5 o e o

Dr Keith Regers, direcfor of
-ithe  sonth l.ondon  Bilood
Cenire, said vesterday: * We
are mpot ikely 1o be sell
sufficient for anelher 1iwo
vears. possibly longer.”

out Aids

) . e _ | The tegional health awthor.
was 3 1k of infection, Bow: | iec'vouid have 1o support {he
Dr Gerard Vauenan. .claimed b Bloed Products Laboratory, but

. ; " ints
that the £1290.000 the Govern- . bt ET ol e
ment was 17.1\'estmg in iihe i moner would have 1o come
Blood Producis Lat_mratur,‘» al | from savings in other areas, he
Eltree. Hertiordshire, would Il said
501133 the 1:’?3‘;"""“ Reg Bird Two British haemophiliacs
. .iS\"I?\SlSU by r Reg BITC. tare suspecied of contracling
of ASTMS, 1he unlon Tepré-k ,;4c . acquired immune defi-
sentiny technicians a1 el gepee svpdrome — from imv
laboratory, that selffsqﬁicxcncy;pone‘d "Facior VIII. Three
would cost £30 million ands cicec have been 1eported from
thal until that money wWas pro-| gqain 11 jn the US, and others
vided people would be al risk§ jiic heen traced in France.
from blood sold for up 18 £7 @t “ng.cages of Aids infeciion
p}nt fo Private agencies in t}_\e Cafler 1realment with albumin
US. and imporied imo Britsin » Luce heen reported. Haweve:
alla cost of £10 milijon 2 year. i\'ne discase ¢ap be lran:mine.’f
{ l‘\hc @lilood PEBGUC“ Lalhuraé - in whale fresh blood and is no
fm-'m rh, n:‘e [mure f:]qo <killed by standard radiation
o elfrc,_.‘mqa irans u§‘°f’ 1iechnigues. The latest reporicd
services if it 15 10 Produce | i.im js a twe.-year-old boy in
more agents like Factor VI 1g,n" Francisco who was given
?r’;g z;}bugmn, for !nrms TICLUNS, | ransfusions  within . days  of
Tndusrlon d B').pt%ns estl | hirth because he was a rthesus
T o a2y Nl oal Iy | babr. He fell ill four momths
mediate injection of omiv £3:¢yer. subsequently died, and

miliion might be enough 10 en-
srvell one of the hlopd donore turned
zble health authorities 1 col- | 001 10 be an Ajds viclim him-

Turn {0 back page, col. 6 [ geil.

Aids kills by depressing fhe
defences against disease prob-
ably by affecting white ceils
called T lymphocyies. Sufierers
die of multiple infections, in-
cluding herpes, pneumonia.
and hepatitis. Many alsa fall
ivictim {0 the hitherto rare skin
!canccr, Kaposi's Sarcoma.
| .A virus is suspecied, but has
inol been identified. Blood
donors may not know that they
are carrving the  disease,
beczuse il takes months io de-
‘velop. There is no means of
l1esting blood for the presence
of Aids, nor of killing the mys-
feripus ageni,

A plca for British homosex-
yals net to donste blood now
seems likely. Dr Rogers said
vesterday : " The maost sensible

the risk of transmitting it'from
‘T British donors is to’ persuade
homosextals not 1o give blood.
“1{ would need a publicity
campaign by - the Depariment
of Health, but it could be
achieved, and 1 do not think
we would notice any great dif-
iference in supplies, Homosex-
uals represent a small group,
and only 3 per cent of the
- whole population donale
blood.”

thing we ran do to minimise-



