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UK AIMS TO BE SELF-SUFFICTENT IN SUPPLY OF BLOOD PRODUCTS (:H“-____

Dr Dav:d Owen, Minister of State at the Department of Health

end Social Security, today strongly supported the World Health
Organisation policy that each country should be able to supply 1ts

own blood and blood products to meet clinical needs.

He tolﬁ the World Federation of Haemophilia Congress at the Tara
Hotel, London, that the NH3 was not at present able to provide sufficient
xctor V111 concentrate, needed by haémophiliacs.for'the management
of bleeding, énd health authorities were hating t0 buy'expensive imported

products.

Following a special allocation of CSO0,0CO last year substantial
progress was now being made in building up production capacity in
the NHS, and self-sufficiency in home-produced Factor VIII
was expected to be reached in nid-1977.

. Dr Owen stressed the Government's belief in the importance

of the voluntary blood donor system. He said: "Blood voluntarily
and freely given by the healthy to those in need is a manifestat}on_
of the values which we should all strive to maintain in society.
‘There are dangers of developzng a modern society whose values are
solely conditioned by the market place, where 'What is the price’
and '"What is something. worth?' predominate. We should not be afraid,
nationally and internationally, to champion the true values of &

society: love, altruism, and concern for our ne1ghbours which alene provide the

essential cohesion and peace which we all seek,"

NOTE FOR EDITORS

1 Factor VIII is a clotting factor in the blood which is missing
from the blood of people with haemophilia. To- control bleeding,
Factor VIII must be injected into the bloodstream, and the form now
preferred by clinicians is freeze-dried anti-haemophilic globulin




